Scientific Name:

Hyophorbe lagenicaulis

Common Name:

e Bottle Palm
e Fiji Fan Palm

Distinct Features:

e Growth: A slender, single-trunked palm tree that can grow up to 10-15 meters
tall. It has a distinctive bottle-shaped trunk that swells in the middle, giving it a
unigue appearance.

e Leaves: The leaves are large, feathery (pinnate), and arching, typically reaching
lengths of 2-3 meters. The leaflets are narrow and elongated, arranged in a
graceful, fan-like manner.

e Flowers: The flowers are small, yellowish-white, and grow in clusters,
emerging from the leaf axils. The flowering occurs in late spring to summer,
and the tree is dioecious, meaning that individual trees are either male or
female.

e Fruits: The fruitis a small, round drupe, usually around 2-3 cm in diameter.
When mature, the fruits turn from green to orange or red and contain a single
seed.

e Bark: The bark is smooth and grayish-brown, with distinct ring patterns
marking the growth years.

Cultural Importance:

e The Bottle Palm is native to the islands of Mauritius and is often grown in
tropical and subtropical regions worldwide as an ornamental tree. It is
appreciated for its unique shape and attractive foliage.

e In some cultures, the palm is associated with beauty and elegance, often used
in landscaping to enhance aesthetics in gardens, parks, and resorts.

Uses:

e Ornamental:
o Hyophorbe lagenicaulis is widely planted for decorative purposes in
gardens and landscapes due to its distinctive trunk and elegant foliage.
It is often used in tropical and subtropical landscaping and can be
found in resorts and commercial properties.
e Culinary:
o The young fruit is edible and can be consumed, although it is not
commonly used in culinary applications.
e Ecological:



o The palm tree can provide habitat for various birds and insects,
contributing to local biodiversity. The fruit is also a food source for
some wildlife.

e Cultural:

o The Bottle Palm is sometimes featured in local art and cultural

representations due to its unique appearance.

Picture Description:

e Whole Tree: A slender palm with a distinctive bottle-shaped trunk, gracefully
arching leaves, and clusters of small flowers and fruits.

e |eaves: Large, feathery, and pinnate leaves that are bright green and arch
gracefully from the top of the trunk.

e Flower: Small, yellowish-white flowers that grow in clusters from the leaf axils,
typically appearing in late spring or summer.

e Fruit: Small, round drupes that turn from green to orange or red when ripe,
each containing a single seed.

e Bark: Smooth and grayish-brown with distinct ring patterns marking growth
years.
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