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If you are building a startup, Cohort 13 at NIC Karachi is the opportunity you've
been waiting for. Whether you have a disruptive idea or an early-stage startup,
this program gives you everything you need to scale, free of cost.

What makes NIC Karachi’s Incubation Program unique? 
Funding, mentorship and industry access are just the beginning. We offer PKR 5
million in grants, $25,000 in Google Cloud credits, and access to top investors
and industry leaders. Our state-of-the-art FinTech Lab lets startups test solutions
in real-time, while our vertical-focused huddles connect founders with experts in
FinTech, HealthTech, Industrial Automation, and more.

The biggest names in the industry, Ali Sohail Tabba (YB Group), Shahzad
Shahid (TPS) and Vladimira Briestenska (Neem), support our mission to
empower startups. Plus, our alumni, Muneeb Maayr  (Bykea), Rehan Botejue
(TicketWala), Hanzala Raja (Highfy.pk) have gone on to raise funding, expand
globally, and build high-impact businesses.
So, why wait? If you're a founder looking to scale with the right support, apply
now and turn your vision into reality.
Deadline to Apply: February 28, 2025
🔗 Apply today: www.nickarachi.com/apply
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TOP STORY OF
THE
MONTH

http://www.nickarachi.com/apply


P A G E  T W O  |  D I S R U P T I V E  D I S P A T C H :  N I C  K A R A C H I  F O C U S L I N E

What’s in it
For You!

Up to PKR 5 Million
in Grants

Customized Workshops
& Mentorship

Acceleration
Partner

$25,000 in
Credits

Join International
& Local Events

Investment with
Leading VCs

$10,000 in
Credits

Network in a Vibrant
Ecosystem

FREE OFFERINGS
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FAQ’s
for Cohort 13

Apply Now for COHORT 13for COHORT 13
nickarachi.com/apply

Q: Who can apply for Cohort 13?
If you have an innovative startup idea belonging to FinTech,
Industrial Automation, Cybersecurity, E-commerce, HealthTech,
EdTech, CleanTech and or any other verticals, apply away.

Q: Is there an application fee?
No, applying to NIC Karachi is free of cost.

Q: What is the application deadline for Cohort 13? 
1:59 pm - 28th February 2025

Q: How do I apply?
Submit your application at www.nickarachi.com/apply

Q: What documents are required for the application?
Once your application is submitted, you’ll get an email
prompting you to submit your pitch deck. Download the
template, fill it out and finalize your application.

*Note: No application without the pitch deck will qualify for the next round

Q: Do I need a registered company to apply?
No, a registered company is not mandatory at the time of
application.

Q: Can I apply if I’m a solo founder? Yes, solo founders are
welcome to apply.

Link

https://nickarachi.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Pitch-Deck-Template.pptx
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Q: Is funding provided to incubated startups?
Yes, all startups are introduced to our investor network. Selected
startups may receive grants from Ignite of upto PKR 5M

Q: Do I need be based in Karachi to be apply for NIC Karachi?
No, we offer a completely remote incubation program to our
startups based outside of Karachi.

Q: What is the duration of the incubation program? The
program typically lasts for 12 months.

Q: Is there a physical workspace provided? Yes, incubated
startups have access to our co-working space and facilities.

Q: Are international startups eligible? Yes, we welcome
applications from international entrepreneurs.

Q: Are there networking opportunities? Yes, we regularly host
events, workshops and networking sessions.

Q: How can I contact NIC Karachi for more information? You
can reach out through the contact form on our website or via our
official social media channels.

For more information, visit: https://nickarachi.com/faqs/ 

FAQ’s
for Cohort 13

Apply Now for COHORT 13for COHORT 13
nickarachi.com/apply
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Meet Haprow.

Haprow empowers
children with autism
through personalized,
interactive tools that
enhance cognitive  
development.

Founder: Ali Abbas

Fun Fact: Haprow’s
name blends “Happy”
and “Robot,” reflecting
its mission to create
joyful tech innovations,
like TimTim, a robot
designed to make
learning fun.

Meet The Direct Sell.

The Direct Sell offers an
AI-powered field sales
software with offline
access, affordability, and
a user-friendly interface,
making sales effortless
for reps.

Founder: M. Umer

Fun Fact: Umer is also
building a SaaS product
powered by AI insights,
making it customizable
for industries like
pharmacy, F&B and
cosmetics, changing the
ways of businesses.

Meet Prowess.

An AI-powered digital
marketing platform that
streamlines campaign
management, covering
SMM, email marketing,
and automation.

Founder: M. Hussain

Fun Fact: Prowess was
born out of a late-night
brainstorming session
fueled by too much
coffee and a challenge to
simplify digital
marketing with AI, turns
out, it worked.



Startup Success Blueprint

Dr. Rana Shahzad Qaiser shared key insights
on data governance, privacy measures and
global compliance, empowering startups to
build secure digital ecosystems

Session 1 : Navigating the
Future of Data Governance
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Babar Arshad shared powerful networking
and digital strategies to help startups grow
and succeed.

Session 5: The Power of Networking

Syed Faraz Ahmed empowered startups
with storytelling and pitch strategies to
confidently share their vision and connect
with investors.

Session 4: Crafting Powerful
Pitches

Naureen Ghaffar shared expert insights on
value creation and the Lean Canvas
framework to guide startups toward
entrepreneurial success.

Session 3: Lean Canvas
Framework

Muhammad Omer Khan shared key insights
on emerging technologies, helping startups
leverage industrial automation for growth and
innovation.

Session 2: Emerging Technologies in
Industrial Automation



Startup Success Blueprint

Hira Saeed. shared key CRM strategies to help
startups acquire customers understand needs,
and build lasting loyalty

Session 6: Customer
Relationship Management
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Muhammad Furqan Karim shared user-
centric design strategies to help startups
create impactful FinTech solutions.

Session 9: User-Centric Design
in Financial Products

Salman Khwaja shared key cybersecurity
strategies to help startups build resilient
systems with strong BCPs and proactive
security measures.

Session 8: Building Resilient
Business Systems

Nauman Sheikh shared AI-driven strategies
to help startups scale sustainably and
innovate for long-term growth

Session 7: AI for Scalable and
Sustainable Business Innovation

Fizzah Khan shared essential skills to
navigate the sales funnel, master customer
acquisition techniques and map their sales
strategies effectively.

Session 9: Sales & Marketing
Foundations



We hosted the Ideathon, powered by 
Amneh Shaikh Farooqui - Founder
Polly & the Other Stories guided
startups on Branding, Storytelling and
Pitching Skills, helping them refine
messaging and pitch confidently.

Coaching Sessions

Session 10: Branding,
Storytelling & Pitching Skills

Babar Arshad - CoFounder Kommerce
Hub spoke on investments, partnerships,
and growth strategies for startups

Amin Rocket - Founder YouPitchLive
guiding QR Insights on business
development, branding and pitching
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Session 11: Go-To-Market
Strategie
Sheikh Hammad Amjad - Business
Therapist & Growth Hacker shared
valuable insights on crafting Go-To-
Market strategies, selecting marketing
channels, and driving growth.

Imran Saeed - Founder Encore Pay
shared expert insights on choosing the
right tech stack, making cost-effective
decisions, and building resilient FinTech
solutions.

SaaS mentoring session with Fahad
Sikandar - CEO Koyl for Megnus at
NIC Karachi!.



BUZZ‌
We welcomed Cheryl Edison, Global Business
Strategist, at NIC Karachi for an insightful
session on taking startups globally. She
simplified complex strategies, shared market
entry tactics, and highlighted the power of
international partnerships.

A huge thanks to the U.S. Consulate Karachi
team for their support in making this impactful
session possible.
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We welcomed Patrick Thiriet, CEO of EQ2
Ventures, for an insightful networking session
at NIC Karachi.

Startups, including Blink Lab, Megnus, SKY
Tech, Superwomen Pakistan and others,
pitched their ideas and gained invaluable
insights on global investment strategies.

Our startups received valuable insights and
investment guidance from this international
VC, making the most of this opportunity.

NIC Karachi proudly hosted the Sindh
Regional Round of the PIXS Competition, an
initiative by TDAP to support IT-enabled
startups with export potential.

Out of 33 applicants, the Top 10 startups
pitched their ideas to an esteemed jury. 

Haprow (Cohort 12) and Fortify (Cohort 7),
proud alumnus of NIC Karachi advanced as
the finalists representing the Sindh Region in
the final round.

We love connecting our startups
with industry legends.

Board



P A G E  T E N  |  D I S R U P T I V E  D I S P A T C H :  N I C  K A R A C H I  F O C U S L I N E

Shark Tank
Pakistan -
January Special
Asqurr (Cohort 10) raised PKR 6M for
sustainable beekeeping, while Earth
Warriorz (Cohort 5) secured PKR 4.6M
to educate kids on climate action. 

Congratulations to both teams.

NIC Karachi’s Advisory Board kicks off.

Industry leaders gathered for the inaugural
meeting to drive innovation and mentor
startups.

We sincerely appreciate Vladimira
Briestenska, our elected Chairperson, and our
esteemed board members for their invaluable
contributions to shaping the vision of NIC
Karachi.



Movie Recommendation

Book Recommendation

For first-time startups, consider reading Lost and Founder:
A Painfully Honest Field Guide to the Startup World by
Rand Fishkin to gain valuable insights into the realities of a
founder's journey.

Take a Fun Quiz

January almost had its first
pentacorn, and other startup news

Startup funding — tough, but not
terrible

Agetech startup Sukoon Unlimited
raises $430,000 to combat senior
loneliness

For all the first-time founders out there, we have a
must-watch movie recommendation for you! Check
out Startup.com, a film that perfectly captures the
rollercoaster ride of building a startup
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Mental
Health Tip

Protect your peace,
say no when needed,
unplug, and breathe.
Your well-being
comes first!

https://poki.com/en/g/brain-test-tricky-words
https://techcrunch.com/2025/01/10/january-almost-had-its-first-pentacorn-and-other-startup-news/
https://techcrunch.com/2025/01/10/january-almost-had-its-first-pentacorn-and-other-startup-news/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1884744/startup-funding-tough-but-not-terrible
https://www.dawn.com/news/1884744/startup-funding-tough-but-not-terrible
https://indianstartupnews.com/funding/agetech-startup-sukoon-unlimited-raises-usd-430000-in-to-combat-senior-loneliness-8623786
https://indianstartupnews.com/funding/agetech-startup-sukoon-unlimited-raises-usd-430000-in-to-combat-senior-loneliness-8623786
https://indianstartupnews.com/funding/agetech-startup-sukoon-unlimited-raises-usd-430000-in-to-combat-senior-loneliness-8623786


National Incubation Centre, NED university, main university road,
Karachi. Sindh 75270 Location

www.nickarachi.com

info@nickarachi.com

BE
 A

 P
A

RT
 O

F 
US

LinkedIn Facebook

Threads

Youtube

TikTok

Instagram

Let's Stay Connected!
Keep up with what’s new

Level up your productivity!
Secure your spot at NIC Karachi’s co-working space today

Call to book a spot: +92 336 8567124

Tap to Join

http://maps.app.goo.gl/7bwsYtj9ndR9GCxc7
http://chat.whatsapp.com/LaJ4Ifc93pQJeDSAebqxbB
http://chat.whatsapp.com/LaJ4Ifc93pQJeDSAebqxbB
http://chat.whatsapp.com/LaJ4Ifc93pQJeDSAebqxbB
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-incubation-center-karachi-nic-karachi
https://www.facebook.com/NICKarachi
https://www.threads.net/@nic.karachiofficial
https://www.youtube.com/@NICKarachi
https://www.tiktok.com/@nickarachi18
https://www.instagram.com/nic.karachiofficial/
http://chat.whatsapp.com/LaJ4Ifc93pQJeDSAebqxbB

