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TOP STORY OF
THE MONTH

After 10 intense days of pitches and deliberations, NIC Karachi proudly welcomes 40 visionary
startups into Cohort 13. Selected from over 133 applicants and judged by 45+ industry experts,
these startups stood out for their innovation, clarity, and drive to create impact. We also had the
honor of hosting 20 external observers, including leaders from the State Bank of Pakistan and
Yunus Brothers Group (YBG) — underscoring the growing bridge between corporate Pakistan
and the startup world.

These startups are building in bold spaces: FinTech, Cybersecurity, Industrial Automation,
Women-Led Innovation and beyond. Their ideas are big, their energy unmatched and their
potential game-changing.

Let’s welcome Sparktrum, BlockGuard, Asaan Ghar Finance Limited, Naught.0, Vigilant 360,
Scounts, Medentech, Electric Arc, MedLoop, Qayamgah, Vorker, Sajiero, Shannon Health, Kuanta,
Mailall.io, AI Powered Email Validation, Hydrosun Cleantech, Bids Master AI, Cloud Call, Raahi,
MiteXpert, Coursemon, Inclusive Destiny, Fibersync, CROP, SpendSnap, Securitanium, Agentic
VAPT, Godaam Technologies, Y and S, SAZ Engineering, Sortech, Liquify Now, Manufacturing
Marketplace, Rilits, Fulflit Global Solutions, Healthy Tune, Loralai Olives, EmaanButtOfficial, Zaha
Vacation Homes, and Commify AI.

To those who weren’t selected, keep going. The journey has just begun.
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The Jury
Defining Pakistan’s Innovation Landscape
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Syed Abu Afzal
Partner

Mazik Global

Dr Owais Shaikh
National IP Expert

WIPO

Sahibzadi Mahin 
Director

Winterland Pakistan

Taha Baqai
Partner

A. F. Ferguson & Co.

Naqqash Abbasi
CTO

Dost AI

JUDGES’ PANEL - DAY1 

JUDGES’ PANEL - DAY2 

Faiza Yousuf
Founder & CPO
CaterpillHERs

Babar Khan Javed
Chief Communication

Officer
Z2C

Ambreen Asif
Qureshi 

Vice President
IntellAct Consultants

Pvt. Ltd

Mukesh Kumar
Provincial Chief

Sindh
SMEDA

Asad Abdulla
Executive Director

Genesis Holdings Pvt.
Limited

At NIC Karachi, we bring in top-tier industry experts to evaluate startups during
our induction process. These professionals are leaders in their respective fields,
blending deep corporate insight with hands-on startup experience. Their
diverse expertise ensures a rigorous, well-rounded selection process that
identifies high-potential ventures ready for incubation. By tapping into this
powerhouse of knowledge, we ensure that only the most promising, innovative,
and scalable startups become part of our cohorts—pushing the boundaries of
Pakistan’s entrepreneurial ecosystem.
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JUDGES’ PANEL - DAY4 

JUDGES’ PANEL - DAY5 

Ayesha Zaheer
Independent
Consultant 

Dr. Huma Baqai
Rector
MiTE

Mehreen Kausar  
Assistant Professor

NUST

Bilal Hussain
Co-Founder

EasyVend

Bilal Arif Chhotani
General Manager Pakistan

US Mobile

Sameer Shamsi
Founder & CEO

e-Creatorz (Pvt) Ltd.

Rafiq Malik
COO

Bykea

Zareen Qureshi
CEO

VMTE ZVMG
Rangoonwala Trust 

Zartaj Ahmed
Co-Founder & CEO

Pi Space Science Education
Centre 

Imtiaz Ahmed
Chief Digital Officer

TPL Insurance

The Jury
Defining Pakistan’s Innovation Landscape

JUDGES’ PANEL - DAY3 

Noor us Samad
CIO

House of Habib

Javed Yousuf Edhi
CEO
NIFT

Sukaina Abbas 
CEO & Designer

Enchante

Rabia Saleem
CIO

Habib Education Trust

Saif Ali
Startup Consultant

& Advisor
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JUDGES’ PANEL - Women-led
Startup Pitches Day 2

JUDGES’ PANEL - Industrial
Automation-Specific Day 

Sophia Hasnain
Founder & CEO
Linked Things

Moneeza Butt
Partner

KPMG Pakistan

Darakhshan Vohra
 Chief Legal Officer &
Company Secretary

Raqami Islamic Digital Bank

Sameen Adil
Head of Programs

Shine

Nida Tanzeel
Social Performance

Manager
Wafi Energy

Khalid Pervez
CEO

KPWS Consulting

Saadia Kazmi
Director

WATSUN Engineering and
Solutions

Khushnood Aftab
 Chairman

Viper Group

Iftikhar Arif
General Manager IT

Muller & Phipps Pakistan
(Pvt) Ltd.

Nida Farid
Owner & Chief Engineer

NRF Engineering

The Jury
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JUDGES’ PANEL- Women-led Startup
Pitches Day 1 

Aalia Jafar
Director

Islamic Chamber of
Commerce

Amneh Shaikh
Farooqui

Founder
Polly & Other Stories

Huma Jabeen
 Assessment Specialist

Sindh Education &   
 Literacy Department 

Nida Athar
CEO

Innoventures Global
Pvt. Ltd.

Sadaf Malik
Head of Corporate Affairs

(Pak, Gulf & KSA)
Haleon



P A G E  F I V E  |  D I S R U P T I V E  D I S P A T C H :  N I C  K A R A C H I  F O C U S L I N E

JUDGES’ PANEL -
Cybersecurity-Centered Day 

Azam Mughal
CEO & Co-Founder

SECUREBEANS

Sehrish Mujtaba 
Vice President

Women in Cyber Security
Pakistan Affiliate

Azhar Nawaz
CIO
FFC

Saad Jumani
Founder & CEO
Sockit Security

Zubair Khan
Head Digital Payments

& Products
Faysal Bank

Usama Bin Mansoor
Deputy Manager Projects

Ignite NTF 

JUDGES’ PANEL -
Fintech-Focused Day 

Noaman Abdul Majid
CEO

WiXeman

Vladimira Briestenska
Co-Founder

Neem

Nafees Imtiaz Malik
Chief Operating Officer

Faysal Funds

Arbab Ali Khan
Founder & MD

Kuickpay

Sabeen Gul
Wing Head-CSR &

Sustainable Development
NBP

Usama Bin Mansoor
Deputy Manager Projects

Ignite NTF 

The Jury
Defining Pakistan’s Innovation Landscape



NIC Karachi kicked off 2025 with an electrifying 10-day induction for Cohort 13,
featuring 133 startup pitches evaluated by 45+ expert judges. The process
welcomed 20 external observers, including top executives from the Yunus
Brothers Group—our consortium partner in this five-year project.

New to the startup ecosystem, their presence brought a fresh perspective,
rooted in decades of experience leading one of Pakistan’s largest
conglomerates. They joined us to understand how the induction process works
and to explore future synergies. After days of rigorous evaluation, 40 high-
potential startups were selected to join Cohort 13 and shape the future of
innovation in Pakistan.
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Adnan Mazher
Director

Lucky Energy

Muhammad Umair
Deputy CFO

Lucky One Mall

Abdul Muqeet
 CFO

Lucky Knits Pvt. Ltd 

Imran Moten
CFO

Gadoon Textile

Abdul Rehman
DGM-Department Head

Lucky Knits Pvt.Ltd

Dr. Syed Aqeel Ahmed
COO

Tabba Kidney Institute

M. Zahid Ahmed
CFO & Company Secretary

Aziz Tabba Foundation

Ebad Ali
Head of Project

Lucky Motors

Abdul Sattar Jumani
CEO

Yunus Energy Limited

Ruhail Muhammad
CEO

Lucky Foods

Laila Bhatia Bawany
 CLO & Company Secretary

Lucky Core Industries

Muhammad Faisal
CEO

Lucky Motor Corporation Ltd

Muhammad Humair
COO

YB Holdings

Tehmina Ali
Head of Human Capital DE&I

Yunus Textile Mills

Malik Kamran
General Manager

Lucky Energy Pvt Ltd

Sidra Mahmood Jafri
Head of HR OD & Excellence

Lucky Textlie Mills

M. Waqas Aslam
CFO

YB Holding

YBG’s Strategic Industrial Support – 
Fueling NIC Karachi’s Vision
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Start your e-commerce journey with Let's Trade! Launch your
online business with minimal investment & maximize your
earnings.

Bids Master AI is solving language barrier and writing a
professional proposal and posting a proposal faster with in 2
mins. Which can help freelancer to be highlighted.

BlockGuard is an AI-driven system that audits blockchain
transactions in real time, ensuring compliance and security.

Cloud Call replaces pricey PBXs with a cheap, scalable cloud
solution. Enjoy easy calls, multi-agent support, and remote
access. Boost service and efficiency, saving time and money.

Commify.ai features a powerful AI agent that transforms
customer support by using your store’s data to provide
instant, personalized, and accurate responses.

Coursemon connects learners with training institutes by
recommending relevant courses based on their career
transition goals. It also provides location-based services to help
institutes.

40 Startups, Infinite Possibilities
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Introducing Cohort 13 -
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CROP offers an accessible, local platform with easy payments
for Pakistani creators. We aim to be Pakistan's first digital
product marketplace, empowering talent and boosting the
economy.

Ecoplast revolutionize plastics with sustainable,
biodegradable, and compostable solutions, reducing waste
and environmental damage with innovation. 

Electric Ark provides cost-effective, high-performance
electric boats and retrofitting solutions, enabling a smooth
transition from fuel-powered to electric propulsion.

FiberSync is a blockchain-based platform that enables real-
time inventory tracking, transparent logistics, and efficient
supply chain management, reducing costs and promoting
sustainability for SMEs.

Fulflit is a cross- border warehousing and fulfilment solutions
for e-commerce businesses, conquering the world. Enabling
SME e-commerce market to discover the real potential of
global market reach.

Godaam Technologies is creating a network of digitally
connected warehouses across the country that can provide
financing to farmers against the produce using it as a collateral
and helping them in sellout. 

HealthTune is an AI-powered solution streamlines clinical
notes & consultations for in-person and tele-remote care, with
automated AI-driven templates, it enhances efficiency and
reduces admin tasks.
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Hydrosun Technologies’ solar-powered, portable filtration
systems provide scalable, cost-effective, and sustainable clean
water access.

Inclusive Destiny social enterprise empowers individuals
with disabilities through assistive technologies, training, and
solutions, bridging accessibility gaps for a more inclusive
society.

Kuanta is the AI powered startup evaluation, support and
analysis tool for “VC analysts, investors, accelerators” Kuanta
deep-dives into startup evalution with VC-grade analysis and
research.

Liquify Now secures top scrap prices, completes sales in
weeks, frees up space, improves cash flow, and handles
everything from valuation to delivery — less workforce, No
delays.

LO produces premium EVOO with farm-to-bottle
transparency, cold-pressed freshness, and eco-friendly
packaging. It supports local farmers and targets global
markets like the U.S., EU, and GCC.

Mailall.io is an AI-driven email validation tool revolutionizing
email verification with results 2X traditional tools. While others
leave risky catch-all emails unverified.

A digital B2B marketplace connecting buyers with verified
manufacturers for efficient, transparent, and sustainable
sourcing for plastic and metal products
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Our AI-powered oral cancer detection app enables at-home
self-screening with a smartphone camera, providing instant,
accurate diagnoses, early detection, remote care access, and
scalable solutions.

Transforming Pharma Waste into ESG Value with Circular
Solutions & Impact NFTs.

MiteXpert offers an affordable, locally made dust mite
neutralizer that kills mites and neutralizes allergens, providing
an effective solution for allergy relief in Pakistan.

Naught.0 is a blockchain platform that tokenizes, verifies,
and trades carbon credits securely. Automated verification
lowers costs, prevents fraud, and ensures global accessibility
for all markets.

Qayamgah offers flexible hourly hotel stays (3, 6, 12, or 24
hours) with anytime check-in, making travel affordable for
guests while helping hotels maximize occupancy and
revenue. A win-win solution!

Nature based retreats and learning tours. 

RILITS automates inventory verification in apparel
manufacturing, ensuring 100% accuracy, efficient packing
and real-time tracking to boost productivity and reduce costs.
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We discussed 4 major issues our women face while having to
buy lingerie, Sajiero provides a huge variety of lingerie at an
affordable price,making it available nationwide via ecom with
privacy.

We are providing MADE IN PAKISTAN MHE SOLUTION with
better quality and less lead time to make operation, smooth,
and safe operation. 

Scounts.pk is an app, designed to simplify tax management
for Pakistani entrepreneurs. 

We are working on creating novel AI models on the genetic
datasets that bring new solutions to the market working on
the intersection of biotechnology and generative artificial
intelligence.

An AI based detector that is able to detect both fire and
smoke instantly through live CCTV footage 
Easy installation and works in all types of CCTV systems. Alerts
user on system as well as on mobile.

1. AI-driven automation of the recruitment process.
2. Access to multiple job opportunities in one platform.
3. The hiring process was reduced to 72 hours.
4. Minimal human intervention boosts productivity.

AI based phishing detection and prevention solution. 
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SpendSnap turns purchase receipts into smarter categorised
(GS1) spending insights and rewards for the consumers and
provides real-time first party consumer data to consumer
brands,retailers & BFSIs.

Automated Vulnerability Detection and prevention, Real-
Time Threat Prioritization Continuous Security Monitoring
with Actionable Insights & Remediation and cost saving
solution.

UR solution is a comprehensive, scalable, and unified security
platform that integrates Operational Technology (OT),
Cybersecurity, and Information Security to safeguard critical
systems and data.

A user-friendly solution is needed to bridge the gap between
machine automation, data analytics, and cloud connectivity.
Current solutions such as PLC and SCADA are expensive and
complex systems.

We provide them VAs in cost effective rates, for their
administrative tasks, social media management, graphic
design, content creation, basic accounting, to help them
focus on growing their business.

Helping travellers, especially families and business guests,
find comfortable, home-like stays. Assisting homeowners in
earning extra income by managing their properties as
vacation rentals.
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Startup Success
Blueprint

S. M. Ali Jafri led a session at NIC Karachi on
legal, IP protection, founder agreements, and
taxation for startups.

Session 1: Legal & Taxation for
Startups
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Sonal Dhanani led a virtual session on
Work-Life Balance, equipping NIC Karachi
founders with strategies for resilience and
productivity.

Session 4: Work-Life Balance for
Entrepreneurs

Zareen Qureshi led a virtual session on
Financial Modeling and Fundraising,
empowering NIC Karachi startups with
investment-ready strategies.

Session 3: Financial Modeling
and Fundraising

Khalil Siddiqui led a session at NIC Karachi
on Incident Response, cybersecurity threats,
and recovery strategies for startups.

Session 2: Incident Response:
Developing Protocols for
Responding to Security Incidents



Aisha Riaz led a dynamic session on Growth
Hacking, equipping #NICKarachi founders
with strategies to scale and drive sustainable
growth.

Session 5: Growth Hacking
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Imran Saeed led a session on fundraising,
helping NIC Karachi startups craft investor
pitches, build investment theses, and secure
funding.

Session 6: Fundraising

1:1 Coaching Sessions

Faizan Ahmed Ansari coached Biomic
Engineering (#Cohort12) on scaling prosthetic
technology through strong financial modeling
for investment and sustainable growth.

Danish Ejaz, founder of Madvertising, coached
Hanzala Raja, founder of Highfy on team-
building, hiring, accountability, and
gamification for startup success.

Muhammad Naveed Alam mentored
QRinsight, Atfaal, and DIGINAD on financial
modeling, pricing strategies, and revenue
forecasting at #NICKarachi.

Faraz Ali mentored Osama (Chaajao) and
Numaria Manzoor (SKYTech Dot) on growth
strategies and scalability at NIC Karachi.

Mentoring Sessions



BUZZ‌
We hosted Muhammad Faisal Mazhar (Senior
Joint Director) and Jawaria Rehman Qazi
(Assistant Director) from the State Bank of
Pakistan at NIC Karachi.

As SBP establishes its Innovation Center, we
discussed Pakistan’s startup landscape,
emerging technologies, and fintech
collaboration opportunities. We appreciate this
initiative and look forward to impactful
partnerships.
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🔗 Tribune: Startup induction nears grand finale

 🔗Tech Juice: NIC Karachi’s 13th Cohort Nears Grand Finale of
Innovation

 🔗 Tribune: Startups explore cybersecurity at NIC

 🔗 MSN: Startups explore cybersecurity at NIC

 🔗ProPakistani: NIC Karachi Launches 13th Cohort, Welcomes
40 New Startups

Strengthening university and industry
collaboration with Sindh HEC at NIC Karachi. 

We hosted Heads of ORICs for discussions on
fostering entrepreneurship, featuring a panel
with Syed Azfar Hussain, Maheen Salman,
and Dr. Kanza Sohail.

Amin led a Design Thinking workshop,
equipping participants with innovation tools.

We love connecting our startups
with industry legends.

Board

IN THE NEWS: NIC KARACHI’S LATEST HIGHLIGHTS‌

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2535316/startup-induction-nears-grand-finale
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2535316/startup-induction-nears-grand-finale
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2535316/startup-induction-nears-grand-finale
https://www.techjuice.pk/nic-karachis-13th-cohort-nears-grand-finale-of-innovation/
https://www.techjuice.pk/nic-karachis-13th-cohort-nears-grand-finale-of-innovation/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2535728/startups-explore-cybersecurity-at-nic
https://www.msn.com/en-ae/news/other/startups-explore-cybersecurity-at-nic/ar-AA1Br6Oi
https://www.linkedin.com/company/propakistani-pk/
https://propakistani.pk/2025/03/28/nic-karachi-launches-13th-cohort-welcomes-40-new-startups/
https://propakistani.pk/2025/03/28/nic-karachi-launches-13th-cohort-welcomes-40-new-startups/


Movie Recommendation

Book Recommendation

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind is an inspiring
story of resilience and innovation, proving that one
idea can change everything.

Unlock the secrets of success with The Diary of a CEO, a
powerful guide to mastering business and personal growth.

P A G E  S I X T E E N  |  D I S R U P T I V E  D I S P A T C H :  N I C  K A R A C H I  F O C U S L I N E

Revolutionary AI Robot Tim Tim
for Special Needs Children |
Tahseen Islam 

BIONIKS Becomes First Pakistani
Startup to Win UN Zero Project
Award 2025

Biomic helping armless children
with Robotic Arms

Prioritize self-care, set boundaries, take
breaks, and practice mindfulness to
maintain balance and prevent burnout.

Your well-being matters.

Should You
Start a
Business?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ucui0gMXvss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ucui0gMXvss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ucui0gMXvss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ucui0gMXvss
https://www.techlist.pk/bioniks-becomes-first-pakistani-startup-to-win-un-zero-project-award-2025/#google_vignette
https://www.techlist.pk/bioniks-becomes-first-pakistani-startup-to-win-un-zero-project-award-2025/#google_vignette
https://www.techlist.pk/bioniks-becomes-first-pakistani-startup-to-win-un-zero-project-award-2025/#google_vignette
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IjeDyRstAhE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IjeDyRstAhE
https://www.wesst.org/entrepreneur-quiz/
https://www.wesst.org/entrepreneur-quiz/
https://www.wesst.org/entrepreneur-quiz/


National Incubation Centre, NED university, main university road,
Karachi. Sindh 75270 Location

www.nickarachi.com

info@nickarachi.com
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LinkedIn Facebook

Threads

Youtube

TikTok

Instagram

Let's Stay Connected!
Keep up with what’s new

Level up your productivity!
Secure your spot at NIC Karachi’s co-working space today

Call to book a spot: +92 336 8567124

Tap to Join

http://maps.app.goo.gl/7bwsYtj9ndR9GCxc7
https://chat.whatsapp.com/JBvPYiBarEOAZEgBsvamNj
https://chat.whatsapp.com/JBvPYiBarEOAZEgBsvamNj
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-incubation-center-karachi-nic-karachi
https://www.facebook.com/NICKarachi
https://www.threads.net/@nic.karachiofficial
https://www.youtube.com/@NICKarachi
https://www.tiktok.com/@nickarachi18
https://www.instagram.com/nic.karachiofficial/
http://chat.whatsapp.com/LaJ4Ifc93pQJeDSAebqxbB

