VOL.1

ISSUE 9
MAY’ 2025

A TECH
desti NATION

“\ (PAKISTAN

OF IT & TELECOM

» e o
INSIDE THis 1SSUB e

S PAKISTAN INVESTOR SUMMI
2025 - SUMMER EDITIOI&
-

I‘NTI@ODUCING NIC KARACHI X ORBIT
- STARTUP ACCELERATION PROGRAM

MAY AT NIC KARACHI

< %‘7{%"’%
\ YBG M.T % - LUCKY LANDMARK (;?BEI:!- %\\%'



TOP STORY OF
THE MONTH

Pakistan Investor Summit 2025 - A Gamechanger for Startup Investment

May 2025 marked a historic milestone for Pakistan's startup ecosystem as NIC Karachi hosted
the Pakistan Investor Summit, Summer Edition 2025, a five-day flagship event that redefined
how startups and investors connect. Held from May 12 to 16, the Summit gathered over 30 local
and international investors, 36 promising startups, public sector partners, and global tech
leaders under one roof.

Each day was thoughtfully curated, from pitch practice and investor education to Demo Day, Al
workshops by Google Cloud and policy launches. The event culminated in the official launch of
the Pakistan Startup Fund and BridgeStart Pakistan, two groundbreaking initiatives aimed at
de-risking early-stage investments and unlocking sustainable capital access.

With 20 startups pitching on Demo Day and post-event investor meetings already in motion,
the Summit didn't just start conversations, it created real momentum. It also brought the PSX
GEM Board into the spotlight as a new route for growth-stage funding.

NIC Karachi solidified its role as the national hub for innovation and investment, setting the tone

for a future of resilient, mission-driven entrepreneurship in Pakistan. The Summit wasn't just an
event, it was a catalyst for long-term economic impact.
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Pakistan Investor Summit

Our valuable strategic partners, knowledge partners, and
participating VCs at the Pakistan Investor Summit 2025 played a vital
role in bridging capital with capability. With over 100 startups, 100+
investors and ecosystem leaders, and 110+ curated meetings, they
brought domain expertise, market access and investor insight, fueling
smarter fundraising, global exposure, and stronger networks. Their
collaboration turned the summit into a dynamic launchpad for
Pakistan’s next generation of ventures.
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Participating VCs
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Post-Demo Day Momentum:
Investor Office Hours at NIC Karachi

After the electrifying Pakistan Investor Summit, our startups kept the energy going with
exclusive 1:1 office hours with some of the region’s most dynamic investors and VCs. These
focused sessions opened doors for mentorship, feedback and real investor-startup
matchmaking.

These conversations are just the beginning of what we hope will become powerful
collaborations and investments. Here's to bridging vision with venture.

Here’s a snapshot of the connections made:

Ashraf Kaleem - Megnus Ventures Umair Rafique — Angel Investor
Bling, Chaajao, She6 Fashion (Mala) RobAutoSTEM, Atfaal
Mergn, Atfaal Biomic
Ali Taufique - Fatima Gobi Ventures Athar Ahmad Khan - Imlak Pvt. Ltd.
Mergn, Auto Auditor, Enerlytics Creative 3D, DigiEstate
HighFy, Creative 3D Mergn

Mohammed Khan - UNHCR
CoverAsaan, Chaajao
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Pakistan Investor Summit
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Day 1- Pitch Fest

Day 1 of the Pakistan Investor Summit 2025
kicked off at NIC Karachi with a high-
energy Pitch Fest featuring 16 bold o ST o Day 3-Demo Day

startups. Sy ! . Day 3 featured Demo Day with 20 standout
startups pitching to investors from Topline
Securities, Lucky Motors, Gobi Partners, Fatima
Gobi Ventures, EO Accelerator, and more. From
Chaajao to Superwomen Pakistan, it was a
powerhouse showcase of ideas, ambition, and

Visionary judges, including Anusha Shahid,
Furgan Kidwai, Sidra Shakeel, Saad Baig,
Ghayas Ahmedani, and Aurangzaib
Alamgir, shared expert feedback, setting
the stage for Pakistan’s innovation-driven

T investment.
Day 2 - Investor Readiness __ Day 3 - Exclusive Session with PSX
Session On Day 3, we also hosted an insightful session
. - with Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) and Alpha

Day 2 featured powerfl| sessions on : [ WS ] Beta Core on raisin ital through public

. . . _ i g capita ghp
capital, strategy, and investor readiness. ; ! , , markets. Abbas Syed Ahmad, Chief Listing
Highlights included panels with Kassim \ } =l Officer — PSX, shared strategies on equity
Shroff, Abdul Mannan, Naureen Hyat, and o p " financing, listing processes, and growth.
Saquib Fayyaz Magoon, plus insights from ’ - ™Y A big thanks to PSX and Alpha Beta Core for this
Alpha Beta Core, YB Holdings, ZOOD, empowering session.

IGLOO Pakistan and Faysal Funds.

Day 4 - Google Day 5 - PSF
Cloud Regional Launch

Day 4, powered by Goog|e Cloud at Day 5 saw the I’egional launch of

NIC Karachi, spotlighted Al, data, Pakistan Startup Fund and

and funding strategies. Esna Ong, BridgeStart Pakistan at NIC Karachi.
Kathleen Chiu, and Salik Khan led Key voices included Syed Azfar
impactful sessions, while a standout ~ Hussain, Nayab Babar, Dr. Rabia Ali
panel featuring Umair Arif, Fannie Khan, and Naureen Hyat, reinforcing
Soubiele, and Osman Ahmed Ignite’s mission to fund scalable
unpacked founder journeys and ventures and future-proof Pakistan’s
venture capital insights. startup economy.
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Startup Spotlight

Meet Commify Al & =

E-commerce just got smarter! Commify
Al is your all-in-one B2B Al toolkit, offering
automated support, image editing, and
seamless integrations to supercharge
online stores.

Founder: Dua Anjum

Fun Fact: Dua once ran an online store
entirely from her phone—now she's
building the Al platform she wishes she
had back then! [

; commify.ai

Meet Coursemon

upskilling?
learning
sidekick—connecting you to the best

Switching
Coursemon

careers  or
is your smart

local and global courses with Al-
powered recommendations tailored just
for you.

Founder: Ammar Jamshed

Fun Fact: Ammar created a detailed
career plan with snack breaks! Now, he is
helping thousands plan their learning
journeys, with fewer spreadsheets and
more impact.
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Cohort13

Startup Spotlight

Meet CRODP.

Pakistan’s first digital asset marketplace
made for creators, by a creator. CROP
empowers freelancers, designers, and
digital hustlers to monetize their work
locally, no dollar drama, no hidden hoops.

Founder: Erma Moin

Fun Fact. Erma’s the kind of person who
used Canva before it was cool and now
she's building the go-to platform for every
Pakistani creative looking to cash in on
their craft.

Meet HealthTune

documentation,
one voice note at a time! HealthTune

Reimagining clinical
uses Al to turn  doctor-patient
conversations into real-time, accurate
medical records—so healthcare pros can
focus on healing, not handwriting.

Founder: S. Wasig Muhammad

Fun Fact: Wasig is a clinical tech
whisperer with a mission to unstress
healthcare. When he's not building Al to
fix the doctor's desk, he's dreaming of a
future where doctors get their evenings
back and patients get their full attention!
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Startup Suc
Blueprint

Session 1: Go-To-Market
Masterclass

Muhammad Ammar Hassan led a hands-on
Go-To-Market Masterclass, guiding Cohort 13
founders through strategy, channels, and
launch planning.

Session 2: Fintech Futures:
Understanding Trends &
Disruptions

Shah Aun Hussain, Co-Founder of Swich,

led a powerful session on fintech trends,
tools, and disruptions for Cohort 13.

Session 3 : Design Thinking

Najam Saeed from Engro Polymer led a
hands-on Design Thinking workshop for
Cohort 13, focusing on empathy, prototyping,
and user-first design.

Session 4 : Business Models &
Pricing That Work

Hamza Abdul Rauf, founder of Telemart,
led a powerful session at NIC Karachi on
pricing, revenue models and building
scalable business models.

A8
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Faysal Qayyum'’s session on
Business Modelling.

Startup founders from Fulflit, CROP, MedLoop,
and Securitanium explored strategy and
business models in a focused session led by
Faysal Qayyum, who shared practical
frameworks to help them move beyond MVPs
and build sustainable, scalable ventures with
clarity.

Scaling RAAHI and Qayamgah
with Strategy.

We hosted a TravelTech-focused mentoring
session at NIC Karachi with Shaheen Premani
(Book and Go), guiding RAAHI TRAVELS and
Qayamgah through business model
refinement, revenue strategy, and user
acquisition to build scalable ventures with real-
world traction and long-term value.

William Bao Bean's take on
Investment-related queries.

We hosted William Bao Bean, Managing
General Partner at Orbit Startups, for an

exclusive session with aspiring investors and
ecosystem enablers. William shared sharp
insights on early-stage investing, startup
growth, and global market navigation,
empowering participants to spot scalable
models and back high-potential ventures.
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The Latest at

NIC KARACHI'S
COHORT X STARTUP

BeVle

Raises fund from
Village Capital

IC Karachi

BeMe Global Secures
a Grant!

Be Me Global, a mental health
platform from Cohort X at NIC Karachi,
has secured funding from Village
Capita.

Co-founded by Sharmeen Khan and
Talha Rehman, BeMe delivers
culturally relevant, tech-enabled
mental health care.

This milestone reflects their mission to
scale impact and foster well-being
across Pakistan and beyond.

@ M o DREIT @

Acceleration

NIC Karachi x Orbit Startups

The NIC Karachi x Orbit Startups Acceleration Program is a powerful 3-month initiative built to
help early-stage Pakistani startups scale fast and smart. Designed in collaboration with Orbit
Startups—one of Asia’s top accelerators—it brings global expertise, funding, and market access
to local founders.

_ Startups selected for the program receive:

» Expert-led mentorship from global and regional operators

e Investor readiness training

o Milestone-based PKR 5 million equity-free grant

e Access to Orbit's international network and soft-landing support in new markets

# The goal? To help Pakistani founders unlock growth, raise capital, and build globally
competitive ventures.

Startups undergo a rigorous selection process, pitch to seasoned judges, and, if selected, embark
on a transformative journey filled with insights, challenges, and big opportunities.

PAGE NINE | DISRUPTIVE DISPATCH: NIC KARACHI FOCUSLINE



{Vry4aBoard

We love connecting our startups
with industry legends.

DFDI Forum Highlights

Syed Azfar Hussain and Salik Khan
represented NIC Karachi at DFDI Forum 2025
in Islamabad, where startups Bioniks, Porter
Pakistan, and Loralai Olives showcased
impactful innovations.

dfdl Digital Forelgn Hosted by MoITT and DCO, the forum

Direct In ment o . P

B s il |- = spotlighted Pakistan as a global digital
' = investment hub, offering startups unmatched

visibility and strategic exposure.

Trashit Wins Big

Trashlt, from NIC Karachi's Cohort 1, won 2nd
Runner-Up in the Growth Stage Category at
2nd Life 20 by SEED, Unilever and UNDP
Pakistan.

Co-founded by Anusha Fatima and Rahul Rai,
Trashlt continues to champion circular
economy and sustainable innovation.
Congratulations on this well-deserved
recognition.

Smartsphere at GISEC

Smartsphere Technologies Pvt Ltd, from NIC
Karachi's Cohort 12, is redefining Al automation
with solutions like Guardian Al and Al calling
agents.

Led by founder Rakhshan Zulfigar, the startup
represented Pakistan at GISEC 2025 in Dubai,
showcasing cutting-edge innovation across
cybersecurity, healthcare, HR, and real estate
sectors.
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Securitanium at GISEC

Wagar Ahmed, Founder of Securitanium,
represented Pakistan at GISEC GLOBAL, one of
the world'’s top cybersecurity events.

He shared the stage with global leaders,
including Dr. Muhammad Al Kuwaiti, UAE's
Head of Cybersecurity, calling it the most
electric, inspiring cybersecurity gathering he's
ever attended or spoken at.

Boosting Tech Exports with TDAP

We welcomed Rafia Syed, Director General
Services Division, TDAP, for a strategic visit
focused on boosting tech exports.

The session explored integrating NIC's export-
ready startups into the TDAP-Ignite Accelerator
and building national collaboration on global
market access, policy support, and emerging
tech investments.
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; IN THE NEWS: ™
Our Startup’s Latest Highlights

— 1 & Startups gain a boost as EO teams up with NIC Karachi
& NIC Karachi Launches Pakistan Investor Summit 2025
& 10th iteration of Pakistan Investor Summit kicks off in

Karachi

& RobAuUtoSTEM gets featured on Good Morning Pakistan on
ARY Digital
on ARY Digital
#’Pakistan Investor Summit 2025 breaks Records with 100+

Startups, 400 Investors at NIC Karachi
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https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1311910-startups-gain-boost-as-eo-teams-up-with-nic-karachi?fbclid=IwY2xjawKsyGxleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFTTW1MdFE3TU9zYWdHT2lPAR6tXY3YRo2irFz8XzUCmYzcIKQ4nsjGbci79CJLyvXI-yzqx7rEqwFOvQ9mKw_aem_S8cb4Xx5o-daB1g6gOlJUw
https://www.techjuice.pk/nic-karachi-launches-pakistan-investor-summit-2025-summer-edition/?fbclid=IwY2xjawKs1P1leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF5bzFYczZEMjA5NTlLdzF6AR6il11_X8dNrStAkpsPTqhWJkzZG4ib4tzWd2WT4QsTm0CRPpoD_L1MKkHbnw_aem_ptOg7Z09WQYaFgm2qcleqg#google_vignette
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40362246/10th-iteration-of-pakistan-investor-summit-kicks-off-in-karachi
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40362246/10th-iteration-of-pakistan-investor-summit-kicks-off-in-karachi
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jjgaxYWDXVc&t=3387s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jjgaxYWDXVc&t=3387s
https://youtu.be/jjgaxYWDXVc?t=2758
https://youtu.be/jjgaxYWDXVc?t=2758
https://www.techjuice.pk/pakistan-investor-summit-2025-breaks-records-with-100-startups-400-investors-at-nic-karachi/?fbclid=IwY2xjawKs1qtleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF5bzFYczZEMjA5NTlLdzF6AR6_WvlGDEQfAjiFUsCnxSxMcog07WgXAyxkaX7-K3MfUip7xFud_3ZuBlzv8w_aem_gExsqM0DwCIH8pxuheCMpw
https://www.techjuice.pk/pakistan-investor-summit-2025-breaks-records-with-100-startups-400-investors-at-nic-karachi/?fbclid=IwY2xjawKs1qtleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF5bzFYczZEMjA5NTlLdzF6AR6_WvlGDEQfAjiFUsCnxSxMcog07WgXAyxkaX7-K3MfUip7xFud_3ZuBlzv8w_aem_gExsqM0DwCIH8pxuheCMpw

Exclusives:

From us to you

What's The Best
Sweet And Savory
Combo?

!

QUIZ

FROMTHECREATORS OF Eam

BT TIL LIETAE WOSCTS IMSIDE TOUR HIRD.
JUNME 19

Movie Recommendation

Unlock the secrets of success with The Diary of a
CEO, a powerful guide to mastering business and
personal growth.

Book Recommendation

In a library between life and death, Nora explores

alternate lives, confronting regrets and discovering

what truly makes life fulfilling.

Take 10 minutes each day to
disconnect from screens and practice
deep breathing or mindfulness.

Even short breaks help reduce stress,
improve focus, and regulate your
emotions.

Top News

Top Startups in Pakistan Driving
Innovation in 2025

the rough:
Pakistan’s tech startups shine at
GISEC ecosystem in 2025

Resilience in

investor linkages

Mett Hei

The MIDNIGHT
LIBRARY
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https://www.beingguru.com/startups-in-pakistan/
https://www.beingguru.com/startups-in-pakistan/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2545738/experts-propose-robust-startup-investor-linkages
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2545738/experts-propose-robust-startup-investor-linkages
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40359204
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40362349
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40362349
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40359204
https://www.buzzfeed.com/wickedgoat201/sweet-and-savory-combo-quiz
https://www.buzzfeed.com/wickedgoat201/sweet-and-savory-combo-quiz
https://www.buzzfeed.com/wickedgoat201/sweet-and-savory-combo-quiz

Get the Inside
Scoop on

WhatsApp

Let's Stay Connected!
Keep up with what’s new

@ LinkedIn ﬂ Facebook
@ Instagram o Youtube

o TikTok @ Threads

Level up your productivity!

Secure your spot at NIC Karachi’s co-working space today
Call to book a spot: +92 336 8567124
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www.nickarachi.com

@ info@nickarachi.com

National Incubation Centre, NED university, main university road,
Karachi. Sindh 75270 Location
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http://maps.app.goo.gl/7bwsYtj9ndR9GCxc7
https://chat.whatsapp.com/JBvPYiBarEOAZEgBsvamNj
https://chat.whatsapp.com/JBvPYiBarEOAZEgBsvamNj
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-incubation-center-karachi-nic-karachi
https://www.facebook.com/NICKarachi
https://www.threads.net/@nic.karachiofficial
https://www.youtube.com/@NICKarachi
https://www.tiktok.com/@nickarachi18
https://www.instagram.com/nic.karachiofficial/
http://chat.whatsapp.com/LaJ4Ifc93pQJeDSAebqxbB

